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Department of Racteriology 
Vniversity of Pansas 
Lawrence, Km. 
Yarch 1st 1950 

nr. <T. Lederberg 
nerarfment of Genetics 
JJniversity of T*Tisconsin 
Madison, r*rls. 

near W. Lederberg: 

In June of last year I graduated from Jndiana University 

with a M.A. degree in bacteriology. A fel&r months before gradu- 

atior T wrote you, asking about the possibility of working and 

studying with yo" on a Tart time basis. At tha.t time all assis- 

tantships had been filled and no full time rsearch positions were 

available. Since T wa.s not able to come to study erith you indepen- 

dently of financial support, I took a temporary government posi- 

tin at the Pational Institute of F'ealth with Dr. 5. Guthrie, wor- 

king on a rrohlem in bacterial genetics. Dr. Guthrie had then al- 

ready been anpointed chairman and full professor of the depart- 

ment of bacteriology at this university, and at the end of thesum- 

mer he asked me to join the university stiaff as an asslstant ln- 

structor, with the opportunity to work on a Fh.T>. This, in short, 

Is y&That I have been doing: since lest *Tune. 

JJnfortunat.elv , a situation arose iy this denartmelrtrt recently, 

which lMt$o?,r~? 'V. Guthrle' P resignation on February 28th. This 

came as a terrible shock to all of us who had come to the Ihlversi- 

ty of Kansas to work with him either on "he staff or as students. 

Since my main scientific Interest Is still in the field of bacterial 

genetics, and since. this sub,lect will not be taught here agter 
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e Dr. J. Lederberg (cont'd.) 

Dr. Guthrie's departure, I do not feel justified in staving on 

here for a degree. 

So once more T  am wondering if there is an oprortunlty for 

me to work with you at the Vniversity of T-' iCconsln towards a 

Ph,D. degree. Unfortunately my  economic situattion has not changed, 

that is, I still need some kind of work to support my  studies. 

Any suggestions you may have will be of value. 

Sincerely yours, 
E')l+, F- Ka- 


